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UNM Residents at USCAP

Five UNM Pathology residents presented
posters at the USCAP meeting in Vancouver,
Canada this Spring. Listed below are their
respective poster titles.

Dr. Philip Croft (above) - Estrogen Receptor Expression in Papillary Urothelial Carcinoma of the Bladder

and Ovarian Transitional Cell Carcinoma

Dr. Dan Walsh - Soft Tissue Angiomatosis: A Clinicopathologic Study Of 17 Cases
Dr. Reet Pai - Utility of kappa Light Chain (lgk) PCR Method For the Detection of
Clonal B-cell Populations
Dr. Chad Rund & Dr. Matt Petitt - Necrotizing Fasciitis - Clinical and Microbiologic Features of 49

Cases Diagnosed at the University of New Mexico School of Medicine

Notes from the Chair

Dr. Mary Lipscomb

It is a pleasure to write a note for our second biannual PATHfindings.
As I reflect over the highlights of the department' s activities in the last six months, I realize how
central the education mission is to our department. Back in the December, we welcomed Dr. Vinay
Kumar to give a Grand Rounds, focusing on the role of pathology departments and pathology in the
education of medical students . That evening, at our annual winter celebration reception at the UNM
Student Union Building, Dr. Kumar was a featured guest. Many of you know that Dr. Kumar is the coauthor of two major pathology textbooks used to teach medical students throughout the world. Indeed,
for the next edition of the Robbins' Pathologic Basis of Disease, he will be the lead author. Dr. Kumar
was very impressed with medical student education at UNM, and in particular, Pathology's contribution
to that effort.
Our Medical Laboratory Sciences faculty are currently working hard to develop a Masters Degree
program in Medical Technology. The major thrust will be to harness the strengths of BS level medical
technologists and advance their abilities to lead specialty laboratories within clinical laboratories and
become technical directors of research laboratories in biomedical research institutes or academic medical
centers. Administrative training will be part of this advanced degree program to enhance the medical
technologists' leadership capability.
As always, we are immensely proud of the residents and clinical fellows that we train . Our current
residents are among the best that I can remember. The Kathryn and Elliott Foucar Training Fund, which
has reached $346,000 ( fund goal $400,000), will realize its first interest income this year. A committee
has been formed to select worthy projects to advance training opportunities for residents and clinical
fellows for the coming year. We truly appreciate the contributions that some of you have made to this
fund, to help us to do a better job educating pathologists.
The Department of Pathology is proud, not only as its major role in educating medical students,
residents and medical technologists, but also in training the future generation of researchers. You might
not realize that the Pathology Department leads one of the few NIH funded training grants at the University
of New Mexico, which is an interdepartmental effort. This training grant pays for three graduate students
and two postdoctoral trainees per year. Our laboratories in pathology are home to 11 graduate students
and 12 postdoctoral trainees in the research arena .

Med Lab Sciences

Residency Program

Dr. Leslie Danielson

Hi from the student laboratories . We are getting ready to accept 10 incoming students
into our Clinical Lab Sciences Program . Recently, we changed the curricu lum to be more
student-centered by ensur ing that students may enter ou r p ro g ram at any semester during
the year and still receive a certificate or degree after 1 year d idactic tra ining and 18 weeks
of clinical rotation . Right now, we have 20 future lab rats in Para si to logy and Hematology
and 12 students in clinical rotations . Our numbers have remained high a nd our graduates
continue to find jobs . Our program for the Summer student beg ins with Ori en tation including
Phlebotomy, Safety and Molecular techniques, Parasitology and Clinical Urin alysis . The Fall
semester contains Clinical Intro and Advanced Chemistry and Microbiology. Spring has Clinical Intro and Advanced
Hematology/Hemostasis, Blood Bank, Serology, and Education and Management. Stude nts partici pate in the Rural
Health Interdisciplinary Program with other health fields on the Health Sciences Campu s, in developing case studies
of the diseases and problems of rural New Mexican health services .
Our students attend school 4-5 days/week about 8 hours a day. Due to the dynam ic efforts of Bonnie Griffin ,
clinical rotations are scheduled for students in labs all over New Mexico and neighboring sta tes . We are the only
university-based program in the tri-state area , Arizona , New Mexico and Colorado .
Our great web site, authored by John Scariano , continues to attract studen ts fr om al l over the country.
http :/ /hsc . unm .edu/ pathology /med lab/
We are planning a Masters Program with an emphasis on Research and Molecular field s. A fter the final curriculum
has been decided, it takes 6 months to a yea r to get through the appropriate Univers ity committees. Therefore, there
is no time like the present to begin the effort.

Office of the Medical Investigator
Dr. Kurt Nolte

The OMI has created a unique surveillance model for bioterro ri sm mortal ity using Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention and NM Department of Health fund ing .The model , known
as "Med-X" is constructed to serve the dual purpose of recogn iz ing fa ta lities potentially due
to bioterrorism and due to infections of public health importance (e .g ., influenza, tuberculosis,
meningococcal disease, etc.) . The model uses a set of antemo rte m symptoms (e .g. , fever)
as criteria to determine whether an autopsy is to be performed . A set of pathologic syndromes
(e .g ., community acquired pneumonia/diffuse alveolar damage) is used for early electronic
reporting of conditions to the NM Department of Health . With the assistance of the DOH Sci entific Laboratory
Division and the CDC Infectious Disease Pathology Activity, all infectious disease cases are evaluated for an organismspecific conclusion . Analysis of 2 years of surveillance data indicates that this model is effective in recognizing
infectious disease deaths . More than half of the infectious disease deaths recogn ized by M ed-X were notifiable
conditions by NM public health standards .
Med-X is currently being replicated in New Hampshire, Oregon , Virginia , Wiscon sin, and Louisia na . Additionally,
CDC is presently incorporating Med-X standards into the Emerging Infection Program-Unexp lained Death Project.
In January 2004, CDC brought together forensic pathologist and epidemiologist pairs fro m 26 states to discuss
distributing Med-X. Hopefully, the bioterrorism surveillance model created in the OMI w ill be replicated in other
medical examiner/coroner offices throughout the country. Participation in th is surveilla nce program has allowed
OMI to take a national leadership position on bioterrorism issues, linked OMI tightly with para llel bioterrorism efforts
in the NM Department of Health, and provided better service for the citizens of NM w ithout costing the state anything .

Dr. Therese Bocklage

Co-chief residents Dr. Reet Pai, left and
Dr. Tim Vander Jagt, right, with
Residency Program director
Dr. Therese Bocklage

For those of you interested in the Pathology Residency Training Program, here are a few facts about our
program in particular and pathology residency program training in general.
First of all , pathologists comprise only about 2 .6 % of all practicing physicians in the US. We also have one
of the oldest average ages for practitioners . Interest in pursuing a career in pathology has picked up among
American medical graduates; last year saw nearly a l 0 % increase in such applicants to pathology residency
training programs . I don't know whether this upsurge is tied to any particular popular television program featuring
a typical pathologist: courageous , urbane, sophisticated, and very intelligent.
The UNM training program has been in existence almost as long as the medical school itself. Including present
trainees in the residency and in fellowships , we have trained a total of 200 individuals who have since populated
private practice, academic, and forensic positions throughout the country and even internationally. The majority
of our private practicing graduates reside in our state and nearby states, although a sizable fraction
live in New York .
Presently, there are 17 residents, 4 forensic pathology fellows, 3 hematopathology fellows, 1 transfusion
medicine fellow, and 1 neuropathology fellow happily ensconced in our training program . Dr. Lipscomb, the
faculty and I are quite proud of our accomplished group of trainees as recruitment has been very successful the
last several years .
Residents will train with us for four years . They undertake a minimum of 18 months each of formal training
in anatomic and clinical pathology followed by 12 months of a grab-bag assortment of anatomic
pathology rotations. Most of our residents will follow their residency training with a fellowship in a subspecialty
area of pathology. Recent graduates have finished fellowships at the Mayo Clinic, M .D. Anderson Cancer Center,
and Memorial Sloan Kettering Medical Center, among other distinguished institutions.
Pathology training continues to be dynamic, intellectually challenging, and personally rewarding . Our residents
contribute greatly to helping us maintain a high quality learning/practice environment, and a fun one as well .
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Click on th link for information
about our VQriou program
and d vi ion .
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